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Teens are 
killing 
and being 
killed 


City could see another 
record year of homicides 


Ryan Martin 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Indianapolis residents hoping for a 
return to calm following a bloody 
October were greeted by five criminal 
homicides to start November, with the 
alarming reality that teenagers are often 
at the center of the violence. 

The surge in killings — amounting to 
19 dead since the start of October — is 
pushing Indianapolis toward another 
record year for criminal homicides. 

As of Wednesday afternoon, Indian- 
apolis Metropolitan Police detectives 
have investigated 126 cases, two ahead 
of this time last year. 

Young people are increasingly affect- 
ed. 

The violence has emerged in drug 
robberies and arson fires, in park 
stabbings and back alley gunfire. 

Alltold, 15 people ages 18 and younger 
have been killed so far this year com- 
pared with 14 for all of last year. 

And IMPD 
has arrested 
at least 17 
murder sus- 
pects in that 
age bracket 
this year, ac- 
cording to an 
IndyStar analysis of crime records. That 
amount is more than double the number 
of all of last year. 

The surge appears to be a return to 
the level of youth violence in 2015, when 
at least 24 youth were arrested in con- 
nection to criminal homicides and an 
additional 19 — including 1-year-old 
Deshaun Swanson — were killed. 

“Our young people are dying every 
day,” said the Rev. Charles Harrison, 
leader of the anti-crime group Indian- 
apolis Ten Point Coalition. “Every day, 
young people are dying in numbers. Un- 
acceptable.” 

A lack of witness cooperation, usual- 
ly driven by fear, is hampering investi- 
gations. 

Only 40 percent of the youth killings 
have resulted in arrests so far this year. 

Parents have told their children not to 
talk to police in some cases, IMPD Maj. 
Craig McCartt said. 

“These are young kids still in school. 
Murders of juveniles should outrage the 
community,” said McCartt, who works 
in investigations. 

“Even in those, it’s not enough to get 
the community to cooperate.” 


“Our young people are 
dying every day.” 


Rev. Charles Harrison 
Ten Point Coalition 


See TEENS, Page 4A 
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Crews survey the damage along Fieldfare Way on 
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Richmond Hill firefighters 
carry painful memories 


Five years ago, a deadly explosion reverberated 
through subdivision, forever altering lives 


Robert King 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Lt. Russ Futrell was settling into bed 
at the Station 63 firehouse when, in a 
home half a mile away, a timer on a mi- 
crowave oven was about to set off a cata- 
clysmic explosion that would forever 
mark his career. 

One of his partners, Lt. Dean Teagar- 


din, was in his bunk in another room. 
Leaning up against a wall, he was watch- 
ing the waning minutes of a Notre Dame 
football game. Soon, he would be looking 
into the face of desperate man he would 
be helpless to save. 

Battalion Chief Mark Culver dozed in 
his own bed at Station 23, nearly four 
miles away. Interested in firefighting 


See RICHMOND, Page 19A 


Indianapolis and Greenwood 
firefighters worked to fight the fires. 


Some complain that Hamilton Co. is 
pricing out mid-income homebuyers 


Supply and demand cited, 
but builders point fingers 
at government guidelines 


Chris Sikich 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


NOBLESVILLE — Like a lot of po- 
tential homebuyers, Corbin Dough- 
erty can’t find a house in Hamilton 
County that fits his $200,000 bud- 
get. 

After more than a year of search- 
ing, the 26-year-old electrician is 
considering taking on a roommate to 
stretch his buying power. That’s not 
where he thought he’d be at this 
stage in life. 

“To afford some of the places 


Large chunks of real estate are 
scarce in Fishers. CHARLIE NYE /INDY STAR 


around Hamilton County, to make 
that mortgage, it would be the only 
feasible way,” he said. 

Many middle-class buyers such 
as Dougherty are finding it increas- 


ingly difficult to afford a home in 
Hamilton County. New construction 
averages $346,000. Homes on the 
resale market average $304,000. 
Buying a home in affluent Hamil- 
ton County used to be surprisingly 
affordable. During the mid-2000s, 
builders were putting up more than 
3,500 houses a year, starting about 
$150,000. In 2005, the year before 
the housing bust, new construction 
averaged $280,562, and homes on 


the resale market averaged 
$249,585. 
So what happened? 


Part of the increase is caused by 
supply-and-demand economics. 
Large chunks of real estate are 
scarce in Carmel and Fishers, raising 


See HOUSING, Page 10A 


® USA TODAY Cases at an ‘all-time high’ Weather Volume 115 | No. 126 ia 
Home delivery pricing inside RETAIL 
President Donald Trump talks Russia, Police lab is ground zero for state’s war High 43% Low 33° Subscribe 888-357-7827 E Sn | | | | | 
presidential election. 1B against drugs. 27A Rain likely Forecast, 32A ©2017 g ataia L" ka e F M-E- T-n "t 
wil liai Ms_ No Breakdown Guarantee S ave $2 61 7 Carri up to 12 months 0% 
up to 92,0 1 / ona Carrier 


Furnace & A/C 


financing available 


FURNACE 
TUNE-UP 
ONLY $52 


No Breakdown Guarantee 


(317) 957-3560 New cients only please. No breakdown this season. 
Must be able to start unit. Normal business hours only. See * C22 


24-7-3065 
A+ 


(317) 957-3560 Valid on Carrier 2 ton 16 SEER A/C or heat pump (up to $1,069) when purchased in combination with a vari- 
able speed furnace or air handler. Discount includes up to $1,069 Williams Comfort Air Discount, up to $550 utility rebate and 
up to 15-year CAIRfree parts & labor warranty valued at $998. Up to $1,069 equipment discount can be applied to other select 
models. Free duct cleaning with qualifying purchase. Some restrictions apply. Rebates, credits & financing vary by model. Financing 
with approved credit. Interest accrues at time of purchase unless paid in full during promotional period. For regular term purchases, 
APR is based on US prime rate and is subject to change. 0% financing options up to 12 months. Monthly payments required. 
Customer responsible for filing utility rebates if applicable. All credits and rebates follow appropriate guidelines. See * 


